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Running a brewery or distillery comes with unique risks most standard policies miss. Use this
quick checklist to identify potential gaps in your coverage before they turn into costly surprises.

Building value reflects current construction costs

Brewing/distilling equipment is properly scheduled (not
lumped together)

Fermenters, boilers, and stills are included in coverage

Outdoor equipment and signage covered

Inventory values updated for peak production seasons

Many policies undervalue specialized equipment, leading to major gaps during claims

Coverage includes mechanical failure (not just fire)

Protection for electrical panel or control system failure

Coverage includes loss of product due to equipment failure

Downtime and repair delays accounted for

A single equipment failure can wipe out multiple batches.

Spoilage coverage included (not just property damage)

Contamination coverage reviewed

Batch value accurately calculated

Temperature-related loss covered

Spoilage is one of the most common uncovered losses in breweries

“Most breweries miss at least 2–3 items on this checklist.”



General liability covers taproom exposure

Liquor liability policy is active and adequate

Events, tastings, and tours included

Distribution exposure reviewed (if selling offsite)

Liquor liability claims can exceed standard policy limits quickly.

Policy covers full revenue (not just profit)

Coverage period long enough for rebuild/repair

Seasonal fluctuations accounted for

Extra expense coverage included

Many breweries are underinsured for downtime, not damage.

Employees properly classified

Coverage reflects actual job duties

Safety procedures documented

Claims history reviewed annually

Distribution plans reviewed with agent

New locations or expansions reported

Contracts and vendor agreements reviewed

Umbrella policy in place

Not Sure How You Stack Up?
We'll review your current policy and show you exactly where gaps may exist, no pressure.

Schedule a Brewery Insurance Review
Doesn't take long and could save you thousands.

KilGO Insurance | Serving Virginia-area breweries & distilleries
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